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NYSDEC Panel

Cassie Bauer, Bureau Chief
Bureau of Marine Habitat 

Division of Marine Resources (DMR)

Oversees marine habitat units, including 
Estuary Management, Ocean Program, Tidal 
Wetlands Regulatory Program, Habitat 
Restoration and Planning, and Offshore Wind 
and Energy. 

Karen Gaidasz, Bureau Chief
Bureau of Energy Project Management

Division of Environmental Permits (DEP)

Oversees the Large-Scale Renewables & 
Transmission Section and the Offshore Wind & 
Hydroelectric Section. 



NYSDEC’s Mission

"To conserve, improve and protect New 
York's natural resources and environment 
and to prevent, abate and control water, 
land and air pollution, in order to enhance 
the health, safety and welfare of the 
people of the state and their overall 
economic and social well-being."



NYSDEC’s Involvement in Offshore Wind
Planning and Working Groups

• TWGs - NYSDEC co-chairs NYSERDA's Fisheries 
Technical Working Group (FTWG) and participates in other 
TWGs including NYSERDA's Environmental Technical 
Working Group (ETWG).

• Interagency Working Groups - NYSDEC participates in 
several NYS interagency working groups, including the 
Cable Working Group which developed the Offshore Wind 
Cable Corridor Constraints Assessment Report.

• BOEM NEPA Reviews - NYSDEC participates as a NEPA 
Cooperating Agency for projects that have a connected 
action in NYS. 



NYSDEC’s Involvement in Offshore Wind
Regulatory 

• NYSDEC reviews all project elements in New 
York State, including manufacturing, staging, and 
assembly areas; transmission cables and points 
of interconnections; and operation and 
maintenance facilities.

• NYSDEC ensures that all project activities are 
consistent with the Environmental Conservation 
Law (ECL) and its implementing regulations in 
Title 6 of the New York Codes, Rules and 
Regulations (NYCRR).



Siting of OSW Transmission Cables
Public Service Law Article VII

• Article VII provides a single forum for reviewing the need 
for, and environmental impact of, major electric 
transmission facilities.

• Applicants must receive a Certificate of Environmental 
Compatibility and Public Need from the PSC prior to 
constructing a major transmission facility.

• NYSDEC is a statutory party in the Article VII proceedings. 
• In this role, NYSDEC ensures that transmission projects 

meet the substantive requirements of the ECL and its 
implementing regulations. 





Siting of OSW Transmission Cables
Main Areas of NYSDEC Focus for Article VII Reviews

• Water Quality
• Sediment Management
• Benthic Resources
• Fisheries 
• Protected Species
• EMF
• Wetlands and Waterbodies
• Invasive Species
• Stormwater



Siting of OSW Port Infrastructure Projects
Environmental Permitting / SEQR

• NYSDEC retains permitting authority over 
project elements such as manufacturing, 
assembly, and staging facilities and operation 
and maintenance facilities.

• Environmental reviews are conducted under 
the State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQR) and applications are reviewed under 
the Uniform Procedures Act (UPA)

• Projects must meet permit issuance standards.
• Review of permit applications involves 

coordination with federal and stage agency 
partners.

Credit: Equinor



NYSDEC Offshore Wind Contacts
Rhianna Bozzi, Marine Biologist II
Offshore Wind and Energy Unit Leader 
(631) 444-0460
rhianna.bozzi@dec.ny.gov

Division of Marine Resources 
Cassie Bauer 
Bureau Chief, Bureau of Marine Habitat 
(631) 444-0474
cassandra.bauer@dec.ny.gov

Division of Environmental Permits 
Karen Gaidasz, Bureau Chief
Bureau of Energy Project Management 
(518) 402-9153
karen.gaidasz@dec.ny.gov

Office of General Counsel
Tyler Hepner, Esq., Senior Attorney 
Bureau of Climate, Air & Energy 
(518) 402-9530
tyler.hepner@dec.ny.gov

mailto:cassandra.bauer@dec.ny.gov
mailto:rhianna.bozzi@dec.ny.gov
mailto:karen.gaidasz@dec.ny.gov
mailto:tyler.hepner@dec.ny.gov

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

